
Dear Esteemed Member of the Press:

Thank you for reviewing The Ravens by Alana Valentine. The radio version of this play 
won the BBC International Drama Award in 2015.

Alana is a master craftsperson and it's been a joy bringing her work to life.

This is sound designer Neil McFaddens 21st design for Venus and light and set designer 
Amy Belschner Rhodes countless project with us.

Thanks for coming in to the house that love built. 

Pictures are ready and email-able at your request.

Enjoy the show!

Deborah Randall

Founder
Venus Theatre

VENUSTHEATRE



Truth may seem but cannot be;  Beauty brag but is not she;  Truth and 
Beauty buried be. The Ravens is about Kira, a trying-to- be-ex sex 
worker in Kings Cross, Sydney, Australia. When she receives a large 
victim’s compensation payout, deciding what to do with the money 
becomes more of a problem than a relief. A friend from her former life 
feels that she is ‘owed’ by Kira, and moves back into her life and her flat. 
Then a chance meeting with Nina, a young social work student working 
at the local chocolate shop, seems like it might give Kira the courage 
and support she needs to finally get the violent Marg out of her life. An 
encounter with one of Nina’s old age clients at a nursing home focuses 
Kira’s determination but now she wants to help her friend Nancy, who is 
still working at a brothel but living in a dominating lesbian relationship. 
Finally Nina suggests that she might use the money for her and Nancy 
to put on a play – a version of Shakespeare’s poem The Phoenix and the 

Turtle. It’s a routine Kira and Nancy used to do as a striptease for an old client – can they learn to change 
themselves, phoenix like, into something other than they have been for so long? Can love – of life, of self, 
of friends - be resurrected and transformed by art? As an evocative radio play, The Ravens won the 2015 
BBC International Radio Writing Award from the BBC World Service. Venus Theatre is delighted to be 
presenting the world premiere of the stage play - a visceral, provocative work of fierce insight and 
compassion for womens’ struggle out of violence.

This isn’t…just a play about Kira and others like her, but about anyone who feels trapped
in a life they don’t want to lead. How do you find the strength to get out,

to stand up to someone who you feel you can’t stand up to?
 - Kate Chisolm, www.spectator.co.uk

Compellingly, The Ravens o�ers lessons in confronting bullying that go beyond the textual narrative. 
This play is full of nuggets of truth: it is at the point when her future seems

set fair that Kira’s old, violent boyfriend returns with his persuasive
rhetoric of fists and insults. Valentine’s pared-downscript…displays an easy

familiarity with the world inhabited by Kira et al,
without burdening the play with the weight of her knowledge.

- Moira Petty, www.thestage.co.uk
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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT
The Washington Post called Alana Valentine’s Soft Revolution:Shafana and Aunt Sarrinah produced at Venus in 2016 
in ‘a smart, character-rich two-hander’ and audiences agreed, bumping the Venus box o�ce in record numbers. As a 
radio play, The Ravens won the BBC World Service/British Council International Playwriting Competition in 2014 
and was described by The Spectator as ‘full of nuggets of truth’. Alana Valentine is an award-winning playwright who 
lives in Australia. Her website is www.alanavalentine.com

ABOUT THE DIRECTOR
Deborah Randall  is the founder and visionary behind Venus Theatre. Born in Washington, DC, and raised in Prince 
George’s County, she began directing as a student and president of the Drama Club at Prince Georges Community 
College. Her first paid acting gig was at Wild World Theme Park in 1986. She later went on to graduate cum laude 
from UMBC under the guidance of Xerxes Mehta, Wendy Salkind, Sam McCready, Alan Kriezenbeck, and Alice 
Robinson. She was in Mehta’s Marat/Sade at UMBC with the Maryland Stage Company and in McCready’s Merry 
Wives of Windsor with Shakespeare on Wheels. After college, Randall worked as an actor regularly in Washington, 
DC, and then began performing her own monologues. She has performed four solo shows, written two, and had one 
published. She has also written and staged works for multiple casts. She began doing public staged readings of 
other living playwrights in 2002, which led to cultivating strong relationships with many writers. The works of 
Randall and Venus have been seen up and down the Eastern seaboard. Venus Theatre began in 1995 as an all female 
improv troupe called Venus Envy. Venus led Take Back the Night Marches and did improvisational games at the 
House of Ruth as well as other empowerment projects. In 2000, Randall founded Venus Theatre, known for immer-
sive staging and award-winning world premiere work. In 2006 Venus dropped roots in the county where the founder 
grew up. Venus hopes to bring culture to the community that has given her so much. Venus receives about 200 play 
submissions each year and chooses four plays. The production to publication rate stands at about 25% and the trend 
is that these plays go on to get more productions over time, even if they have been shelved for a decade or more. 
Deb takes great pride in this. Venus stands among the longest running women's theatres in the world.

ABOUT VENUS THEATRE
In 2000, Venus Theatre began her journey to become an incorporated 501c3. In the years prior exploration occurred 
under the title Venus Envy and the company led workshops at the House of Ruth and Take Back the Night marches 
on college campus’ in the DC/Baltimore Region.

Founder, Deborah Randall, began as an actor performing four di�erent solo shows: All She Cares About is the 
Yankees (John Ford Noonan, published by Samuel French. ISBN: 0573632065), How She Played the Game (Cynthia 
Cooper, published by Brooklyn Publishers, LLC. ISBN:1600031285), Til It Hurts (Deborah Randall, unpublished), 
Molly Daughter (Deborah Randall, published in Anthracite! An Anthology and distributed through Chicago Univer-
sity Press. ISBN: 9781589661172). 

The desire to return to collaboration became important and Deb started exploring full-length plays and readings. 
Out of these staged readings, full productions began to arise. During this time, Deb was also a Theatre Educator 
through the Helen Hayes Legacy Project for several years. 
After producing in various spaces throughout Washington, DC, Baltimore, MD, Pennsylvania, and Virginia, a new 
need arose. Inspired by Virginia Woolf’s, A Room of One’s Own, a new journey began to find a storefront space that 
could be transformed into a black box. In 2006, the company moved into an old Chinese Restaurant on C Street. 
During the first few years in residence, a lot of family programming was launched with hopes of integrating into the 
neighborhood on a developmental level. This period was a critical time of development for Venus. But, just like in 
the earlier journey, the solo work came back, readings began to take place in the space, and Venus was back to 
producing cutting edge new theatrical works that captured empowering and sometimes harrowing journeys of 
women.

Fifteen years later and we are still empowering women. Venus now has a very strong awareness of the importance of 
sustainable creativity. We recycle set pieces, borrow where we can avoid building, and overall want to keep a clean 
green footprint when it comes to women in theatre.

It is the mission of Venus Theatre to set flight to the voices of women and children with theatre for a lifetime. We try 
to never produce the same play twice and have a deep belief that our adventurous audiences, who are always ready 
for a daring journey, will keep coming back to see what we’re up to next. As of December 2014, Venus Theatre 
produced 50 plays that empowered women. Each year, Venus receives about 200 play submissions and chooses four 
to produce in the calendar year ahead. Each production gets 20 performances. Venus o�ers a summer camp for 
children for one week in June or July each year. Venus will continue to produce four new plays that empower 
women in the calendar years ahead as well as expanding our educational and community outreach.
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##

Venus is a 501c3 nonprofit organization committed to setting flight to the voices of 
women with theatre for a lifetime. Venus is the only woman run theatre company in 
the state of Maryland and among the longest running women’s theatre’s on the globe.

***********************************************


