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THE PRODUCTION
THIS LITTLE LIGHT
by Jennifer Faletto

Who am I? What am I? This Little Light explores 
the life of the same person over 400 years 
through the meandering mind of a Millennial who 
is waking for the first time to her human needs for 
meaning and understanding.  A play about time, 
gender, resilience and being without your phone. 

This Little Light is the 63rd woman empowering 
script presented at Venus Theatre.  
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ABOUT THE PLAYWRIGHT
Jennifer Faletto has studied at the National Institute of 
Dramatic Art (NIDA) in Sydney, Australia.  She earned 
her BFA in theatre performance from TCU.  Also, she 
is a graduate of the Second City Conservatory 
(Chicago).  Jennifer’s plays include The Texas 
Homecoming Revolution of 1995, f/k/a Bathroom 
Hate (2015 Reva Shiner Comedy Award finalist), and 
Domestic Animals (2016 Woodward/Newman Drama 
Award finalist & 2016 O’Neill semifinalist).  Venus 
Theatre is excited to be the opening venue for the 
world premiere of This Little Light in March 2018.  

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A PLAYWRIGHT?
Simply put, a playwright is a person who writes plays.  
But it is not that simple.  When it comes to writing a 
play, many factors come into play that must harmonize 
together.  A playwright needs to tell a story.  In a story, 
characters are needed to develop the storyline.  It is 
up to the playwright to give the characters depth and 
meaning in the play.  It is the playwright’s job to 
understand all perspectives and to tell the story that is 
meant to be told.  
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WHAT IS THE IMPORTANCE OF DESIGNING A 
SET?
Similar to the job of a playwright, the set designer tells 
a story through the color pallet, the choice of 
materials, and the design that you see on the stage.  
The prop designer is in charge of the props, and the 
costume designer is in charge of the costumes, and 
the light designer is in charge of the lights used in the 
play.  Each step and every detail is a conscious choice 
made collaboratively by the production team, and 
there is no small detail that has no significance to the 
story.  When seeing a play, pick any object you see on 
stage, and think of the possibilities on how that object 
is important in the space.
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DIFFERENT TYPES OF STAGING
There are different types of staging in each theatre, 
auditorium, and space.  It is important to know and 
understand the type of space you are stepping into to 
know the type of experience you will be facing.  There 
are many ways to stage, but these are only a few 
examples of the different types of staging:

Proscenium Arch - the most common form of theatre 
staging.  The “arch” is meant to present like a picture 
frame to its audience.  It is inside the arch that all the 
action will be seen through.  Proscenium Arch can 
probably be found in your school auditorium. 

Theatre in the round - also known as central staging, this is 
the type of space where the audience surrounds the stage.  
This type of staging was common in ancient theatre.  

Promenade - also known as site-specific theatre, 
promenade staging is meant to be set in a unique space 
where the audience can interact with the performance.

Environmental - this type of staging is meant to take the 
work into a space that relates to the content.  
Environmental staging can be set outside or in a specific 
space depending on the content of the work.

Alley staging - also known as traverse stage, this is a type 
of staging where the audience is on two sides of the stage.  
A perfect example for alley staging is Venus Theatre.  
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CONVERSATION STARTER ABOUT THE PLAY
This Little Light has 4 characters from different points 
in time.

Think of the lives of the people during the following time 
periods: 

1815
1915
2015
2115

Here are important terms that come up in the play.  What 
is the importance of each term?  How do these terms 
affect the history and lives of the people during these 
time periods?

1815
Christian slavery (Ottoman Empire)

1915
Gold Rush in the West

2015
Cell phones

2115
Space
Exploring other planets for habitation
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WHAT IS LIVE THEATRE?
Live theatre is a genre of the performing arts.  It is an 
artform that has derived from ancient Greece.  
Because it is a tradition that has been around for a 
long time, it demonstrates a value that defines its own 
existence: to tell a story.  Today, live theatre comes in 
many different shapes and forms.  In previous 
sections, you have read the different types of staging, 
the importance of set designs, and the role of a 
playwright.  Each detail has an effect on the 
presentation of the storytelling.  In addition to these 
mentioned, what else can have an effect on a live 
theatre performance?
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WHAT IS THE VALUE OF WOMEN IN THEATRE?
We know that theatre started in ancient Greece.  The 
start of theatre consisted of tragic plays that put 
women characters inferior to the men characters.  But 
did that mean women were allowed to be seen on the 
stage? No.  In fact, women characters were played by 
male actors.  At the time, women were treated unfairly 
and unequally to men, the privilege of being able to 
perform on a stage was not given to women.  Theatre 
was thought of as a man’s type of work rather than a 
woman’s.  Although this is a tough history for women, 
there were strong and memorable figures that fought 
against this stigma.  In the medieval period, German 
writer Hrothsvitha was one who wrote several plays that 
presented women characters with brave and 
personable personalities unlike before.

Fast forward to the 17th century in Europe, and opera 
was created.  This period not only started featuring 
women on stage, but male parts known as castrati were 
featured in operas.  These male parts were able to sing 
high-pitched music and be used as an alternate to 
female characters, but this did not stop women from 
appearing on the stage.  Also during this period 
existed the first professional women playwright.  Aphra 
Behn defied the norms of women’s roles as well as the 
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playwright world by becoming a female who received 
money for writing.  This only marked the beginning of a 
trend that soon broke the rules of early theatre.

Nowadays, it is the norm to see women, men, and all 
genders to be seen on the stage.  Looking back to the 
beginning of theatre to where we are now, it is a 
privilege and honor to see strong women in the 
theatre.  Both on and behind the stage, women 
throughout history have fought to be part of an art that 
is important and essential to life. 



A MESSAGE FROM DEBORAH RANDALL
We hope that this education packet serves as an 
invitation to teachers, school members, and students.  
If you are a teacher who is bringing a group of 10+ 
students to the theatre, we would love to put together 
a talkback as a part of your visit.  

Please feel special when you come into this space 
because this place is special to Deb.  What this means 
is that we hope you understand the importance of your 
presence when coming to Venus.  Think: what is the 
instrument of the theatre?  The instrument of a 
musician can be a violin or a trumpet.  But to our 
actors, their instrument is their body and their voice.  
How would you treat your body differently if it were 
your instrument?  What would you consume if your 
body were your instrument?  Please think of these 
questions to help you understand the importance and 
specialness of Venus.  

Understand that the audience is as important as the 
performer.  It is important to be the audience YOU 
want to perform for.  

Deb Randall
Founder and Artistic Director
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